STEWART-MATTHEWS FARM

FEBRUARY 2017

CLIC/ ON A BLOCKTO SEE
THIS SEASON’S PLANS

YARRAWALLA
NORTHERN VICTORIA

PIPE & RISER IRRIGATION

7 DAY SOIL TEMPS AVE. 24°C

COOLER NIGHTS, DAYS WARM BUT COOLER
THAN AVERAGE

SHORT TERM FORECAST PROMISING FOR
AN EARLY START— BUT EXERCISE CAUTION

\" LUCERNE — VEGETATIVE
.L SORGHUM — LAST GRAZING
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ANNUAL PASTURE =

FORAGE SELECTION
/ Annual pasture will be sown into Italian Ryegrass mix (50% diploid, 50% tetraploid) with shaftal and late maturing Persian Clover. Italian Ryegrass has
been chosen over Annual Ryegrass due to the ability to irrigate late in spring and harvest more dry matter.

PADDOCK PREPARATION

Due to last season’s wet conditions there is significant pugging in most paddocks. After spraying, the majority of these will be lightly cultivated with a
multi-disc prior to sowing. We will use this cultivation toincorporate chicken litter, feedpad manure and lime. Paddocks will be prepared progressively to
meet feed needs, and the availability of water and machinery.

SOWING
[ ‘. Air and soil temperatures are important indicators for autumn sowing. Ryegrass is suitable for sowing when average daily temperature is less than
e O 5°Cfora-10 day period. Kelvin has sown his first pastures already, and started irrigating to ensure that he can get enough water on to his farm,
® given the high demand on the channel at this time of year. Although this has worked well over the last couple of years with lower risk of ambient heat,
late summer germinating weeds can become a problemif not controlled very early. This consideration is especially importantin cultivated paddocks.

All paddocks will be direct drilled with in-furrow fertiliser to support germination and plant development.

Click here for the 2016 Shed Days (Autumn Start Up) handout from Murray Dairy and AgVic
Click here to review the FertSmart manual, to support decisions on fertiliser use on farm
Or here for the GRDC Fertiliser Toxicity Factsheet (things to be aware of with in-furrow fertilising)


http://murraydairy.com.au/LiteratureRetrieve.aspx?ID=153141
http://murraydairy.com.au/LiteratureRetrieve.aspx?ID=153141
http://fertsmart.dairyingfortomorrow.com.au/
http://fertsmart.dairyingfortomorrow.com.au/
https://grdc.com.au/uploads/documents/GRDC_FertiliserToxicity_FS.pdf
https://grdc.com.au/uploads/documents/GRDC_FertiliserToxicity_FS.pdf
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PERENNIAL PASTURE
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PERENNIAL PASTURE - ANNUAL PASTURE

The Perennial Pasture has received different irrigotion treatments over the last 12-18 months which has resulted in variability across the
block. Bays of the perennial pasture that will remain in the rotation do not look like they will require oversowing. We will re-inspect in
early March. Soil tests suggest that spending a little extra on fertiliser for this area will result in extra production compared to
oversowing. This decisionis also part of a bigger planto spring sow lucerne in 2018.

In other bays, there are low ryegrass plant numbers and evidence of couch and hogweed. These bays of permanent pasture will be
sprayed out and sown to Annual Pasture, to increase production from this particular area, and later sow into lucerne.



http://www.acceleratingchangeproject.com/spring-summer-15-16
http://www.acceleratingchangeproject.com/spring-summer-15-16

SEEDLING LUCERNE
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TREATMENT

After the wet summer, this spring-sown lucerne has been impacted by weeds. Post-emergent weed control needs to be carried out
immediately. Two applications of herbicide, 24 hours apart, are recommended to clean these up.

MANAGEMENT

As is best management practice, this lucerne has not been grazed since sowing in spring, but has been cut once. Kelvin will now graze the
lucerne as conditions allow.

For information on management for lucerne, see:

DPI NSW — Grazing Management of Lucerne

AgVic— Grazing Dryland Lucerne

Dairy Australia— Perennial Lequmes Factsheet

Accelerating Change — Monitoring & Measurement Updates and Agronomy Summaries



http://www.acceleratingchangeproject.com/data
http://www.acceleratingchangeproject.com/data
http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/agriculture/pastures-and-rangelands/establishment-mgmt/grazing-management2/grazing-management-of-lucerne
http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/agriculture/pastures-and-rangelands/establishment-mgmt/grazing-management2/grazing-management-of-lucerne
http://agriculture.vic.gov.au/agriculture/dairy/pastures-management/managing-dryland-lucerne/grazing-dryland-lucerne
http://agriculture.vic.gov.au/agriculture/dairy/pastures-management/managing-dryland-lucerne/grazing-dryland-lucerne
http://www.dairyaustralia.com.au/~/media/Documents/Pastures and feeding/Pasture/Perennial legumes  Lucerne red clover and white clover.pdf
http://www.dairyaustralia.com.au/~/media/Documents/Pastures and feeding/Pasture/Perennial legumes  Lucerne red clover and white clover.pdf

ESTABLISHED LUCERNE

GRAZING MANAGEMENT

Lucerne will be carefully monitored as the cooler, wetter seasons kick in. Grazing management is important for persistence. As lucerne
does not like wet feet and activity slows significantly over the winter period, heavy grazing during this period can have impacts on
production down the track. However, if conditions are dry enough and lucerne is continuing to grow, Kelvin will graze it accordingly.

Forinformation on management for lucerne, see:

DPI NSW — Grazing Management of Lucerne

AgVic — Grazing Dryland Lucerne

Dairy Australia—Perennial Legumes Factsheet

Accelerating Change — Monitoring & Measurement Updates and Agronomy Summaries



http://www.acceleratingchangeproject.com/data
http://www.acceleratingchangeproject.com/data
http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/agriculture/pastures-and-rangelands/establishment-mgmt/grazing-management2/grazing-management-of-lucerne
http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/agriculture/pastures-and-rangelands/establishment-mgmt/grazing-management2/grazing-management-of-lucerne
http://agriculture.vic.gov.au/agriculture/dairy/pastures-management/managing-dryland-lucerne/grazing-dryland-lucerne
http://agriculture.vic.gov.au/agriculture/dairy/pastures-management/managing-dryland-lucerne/grazing-dryland-lucerne
http://www.dairyaustralia.com.au/~/media/Documents/Pastures and feeding/Pasture/Perennial legumes  Lucerne red clover and white clover.pdf
http://www.dairyaustralia.com.au/~/media/Documents/Pastures and feeding/Pasture/Perennial legumes  Lucerne red clover and white clover.pdf
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SORGHUM

8 SORGHUM —> ANNUAL PASTURE

s; Sorghum growth has slowed due to cooler nights. It is currently being grazed for the final round, while other pastures are getting
r established, and it will be sprayed out around mid-March.

The sorghum bays will be resown with the ltalian Ryeqrass mix. Ideally, everything will be sown by 15™ March, as long as weather
conditions are right. Ryegrassis svitable for sowing when average daily temperature is less than 25° Cfor a 7-10 day period.

Leaving the sorghum in too long will severely reduce early yield on autumn-sown pasture. Additionally, as sorghum matures its quality
declines and growth rates slow whilst still removing valuable nutrients from the soil.



SORGHUM




WHEAT —

FORAGE SELECTION

This autumn Kelvin will sow EGA Wedgetail Wheat into these paddocks, to be followed in spring with lucerne. Wheat was chosen to fill
feed gaps, for its cost and its fit within the feedbase rotation (preparation for lucerne).

These paddocks will be direct grazed and incorporated into the rotation with annual and perennial ryegrasses. Winter wheat can be sown
reasonably early for quick grazings. It is a cheap option for quick feed, and we hope to get 3-5 grazings on this block prior to spraying
out (as it loses quality it can be used for dry cows or young stock).

Wheat tends to have a slightly shorter season than an annual ryegrassandis beneficial for soil and paddock preparation going into
lucerne. This s the key reason for its incorporation in the rotation.

Wedgetail was chosen over other varieties as it has been successful on this farm before. Although there are some new varieties available,
they are significantly more expensive and considering this will not be taken through for grain, silage or hay, Kelvin is not likely to see
full benefit from the improved traits and extra cost.

Click here for AgVic’s information on cereals for Autumn
Click here for the 2016 Shed Days (Autumn Start Up) handout from Murray Dairy and AgVic.


http://murraydairy.com.au/LiteratureRetrieve.aspx?ID=153141
http://murraydairy.com.au/LiteratureRetrieve.aspx?ID=153141
http://agriculture.vic.gov.au/agriculture/dairy/pastures-management/forage-cereals/sowing-options-for-autumn-cereal-varities-and-other-alternatives
http://agriculture.vic.gov.au/agriculture/dairy/pastures-management/forage-cereals/sowing-options-for-autumn-cereal-varities-and-other-alternatives
http://www.seednet.com.au/documents/FSEGAWedgetail.pdf
http://www.seednet.com.au/documents/FSEGAWedgetail.pdf

