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Irrigation flow rate

How much water can we save by increasing 

bay inflow flow rates beyond recommended 

practice (i.e. > 0.2 ML/d/m)?



Are there water savings in practice?

A range of 

GMID farms, 

soils and 

crops

No evidence 

of water 

savings



Are there water savings in theory?

Lucerne on a Group 2 soil



Perennial pasture on a Group 3 soil



Ponding duration

Å Is dependant on surface 

drainage processes

Å Is strongly influenced by 

bay surface topography



The issue

Long and spatially variable duration of surface ponding

Å Plant stress

Å Reduced productivity

Å Imprecision

Dunbabin, J.S., Hume, I.H., Ireson, M.E., 1997. Effects of irrigation frequency and transient waterlogging on the 

production of a perennial ryegrass�twhite clover pasture. Australian Journal of Experimental Agriculture 37, 165�t171.


