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SOME SHORT HEAT PERIODS, HOWEVER AGRICULTURE

E MINIMAL RAINFALL SINCE LAST MONTH
BELOW AVERAGE TEMPERATURES

PERENNIAL PASTURE — VEGETATIVE,
CURRENTLY GRAZING, TOPPING REQUIRED,

‘L FERT REQUIRED.

SORGHUM — LAST GRAZING
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ANNUAL PASTURE o

FORAGE SELECTION

( Annual pasture will consist of a mix of early annual ryegrasses for quick early feed, with the possibility of a silage cutin spring, as well as Italian

Ryegrass for the later feed into the start of summer. This decision was not only made on the length of the growing window for the Italians, but based on
the forecast for water availability and water price next irrigation season.
9 ® SOWING

0.0
@ O i il begin sowing in the first week of March, provided that conditions are right, and continue to sow his annuals progressively in a sequence that fits
with his irrigation system and planned grazing rotation. Ryegrass is suitable for sowing when average daily temperature is less than 25°Cfor a 7-10 day

period

PADDOCK PREPARATION

Paddocks were significantly pugged after last year and two options were discussed for remediation:

1. Multidisc, ideally with some moisture = disregarded due to cost and limited moisture available

2. Grader board = preferred option. As costis a concern, contractor to do most severely pugged paddocks and Tim to complete with his own board
(The most pugged paddocks required 2 passes @ $30/pass)

Click here and here to see videos of the groundwork at Tim and Lyndal’s, or here to see Murray Dairy’s Pugging — What are my options? video
Click here to access AgVic's Pasture Recovery from Puggingpage
or click here for the 2016 Shed Days (Autumn Start Up) handout from Murray Dairy and AgVic


https://youtu.be/ncqGtxO-1FI
https://youtu.be/ncqGtxO-1FI
https://youtu.be/nutaVppUSLk
https://youtu.be/nutaVppUSLk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FC5PcLJAmko&t=14s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FC5PcLJAmko&t=14s
http://agriculture.vic.gov.au/agriculture/dairy/managing-wet-soils/pasture-recovery-from-pugging-damage
http://agriculture.vic.gov.au/agriculture/dairy/managing-wet-soils/pasture-recovery-from-pugging-damage
http://www.murraydairy.com.au/LiteratureRetrieve.aspx?ID=153141
http://www.murraydairy.com.au/LiteratureRetrieve.aspx?ID=153141
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PERENNIAL PASTURE

PLANNING

M The Perennial Pasture has been a good source of feed over the summer and will also be used through the autumn and winter, but needs
to be oversown for optimal production.

In order to balance feedgaps (and workload), these pastures will be oversown in mid-April, once the couch grass becomes dormant and
some of the annuals pick up.

Variety is yet to be decided.

To see how perennial pasture has performed over the last 12 months on the Humpbhris farm, click here to visit the Accelerating Change
website.


http://www.acceleratingchangeproject.com/springsummer1617
http://www.acceleratingchangeproject.com/springsummer1617

PADDOCK PREPARATION

The fescue was heavily pugged through last winter and as a result, large areas do not warrant continuing with. Tim made the decisionin
late November to oversow select areas with millet to improve their production over the summer months.

It was decided to sow Italian Ryegrassinthese paddocks. Three options were discussed going forward:

1. Continueto pushmillet now to help fill upcoming feed gap (end of sorghum), then reassess = it was decided that the growth of the
millet would be too slow to the fill gap and could inhibit the establishment and production of Italian ryegrass due to late sowing

2. Spray out entire fescue area now to prepare for oversowing with ltalian Ryegrassin autumn => although this was considered a
feasible option, it would mean that there would be no unworked area on the farm and could make management difficult if the
season came in wet again. The quality of some areas was good enough to justify leaving them.

3. Spray out select areas oversown with millet to prepare for Autumn sowing of Italian Ryegrass = this was the preferred option. By
preparing now, it will allow time to remove pug marks created through winter and allow ryegrassto be sownin time for optimising
productivity.

SOWING
Tim will begin sowing in the first week of March, provided that conditions are right, and continue to sow his annuals progressivelyin a
sequence that fits with his irrigation system and planned grazing rotation.



SORGHUM —> LUCERNE

-
-

PLANNING

Sorghum growth has been slow due to cooler nights. It will be kept for another round, or two, to fill feedgaps while other pastures are
getting established.

The sorghum bays will be resown with lucerne in late-April. The specifics of this are yet to be discussed.

¥
q To see how the sorghum has performed so far this season, click here to visit the Accelerating Change website.

For information on lucerne, see:

DPI NSW — Grazing Management of Lucerne

AgVic — Grazing Dryland Lucerne

Dairy Australia—Perennial Legumes Factsheet

Accelerating Change — Monitoring & Measurement Updates and Agronomy Summaries



http://www.acceleratingchangeproject.com/data
http://www.acceleratingchangeproject.com/data
http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/agriculture/pastures-and-rangelands/establishment-mgmt/grazing-management2/grazing-management-of-lucerne
http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/agriculture/pastures-and-rangelands/establishment-mgmt/grazing-management2/grazing-management-of-lucerne
http://agriculture.vic.gov.au/agriculture/dairy/pastures-management/managing-dryland-lucerne/grazing-dryland-lucerne
http://agriculture.vic.gov.au/agriculture/dairy/pastures-management/managing-dryland-lucerne/grazing-dryland-lucerne
http://www.dairyaustralia.com.au/~/media/Documents/Pastures and feeding/Pasture/Perennial legumes  Lucerne red clover and white clover.pdf
http://www.dairyaustralia.com.au/~/media/Documents/Pastures and feeding/Pasture/Perennial legumes  Lucerne red clover and white clover.pdf

SORGHUM




RESOURCES

W PASTURE & CEREAL ESTABLISHMENT
m 2016 Murray Dairy & Ag Vic's Autumn Start Up handout
Murray Dairy’s Achieving Successful Pasture Establishment fucisheet

“f SOIL REMEDIATION & PUGGING
~ 2017 Murray Dairy’s Autumn Start Up — Managing for Soil Successworkshop tech notes
Murray Dairy’s Pugging— What are my options? video
AgVic's Pasture Recovery from Puggingwehpage

FEEDBASE PERFORMANCE OVER AUTUMN-WINTER

Accelerating Change’s Monitoring and Measurment updates

ustralia

iry
AGRICULTUREVORIA /
Accelerating Change


http://www.acceleratingchangeproject.com/soils
http://www.acceleratingchangeproject.com/soils
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FC5PcLJAmko&t=14s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FC5PcLJAmko&t=14s
http://agriculture.vic.gov.au/agriculture/dairy/managing-wet-soils/pasture-recovery-from-pugging-damage
http://agriculture.vic.gov.au/agriculture/dairy/managing-wet-soils/pasture-recovery-from-pugging-damage
http://www.murraydairy.com.au/LiteratureRetrieve.aspx?ID=153141
http://www.murraydairy.com.au/LiteratureRetrieve.aspx?ID=153141
http://www.acceleratingchangeproject.com/data
http://www.acceleratingchangeproject.com/data
http://www.murraydairy.com.au/LiteratureRetrieve.aspx?ID=116014
http://www.murraydairy.com.au/LiteratureRetrieve.aspx?ID=116014

